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a north side neighborhood' and nerv homes

sponsored bv P6ihdelphia Interfaith Action on the
rvest side. With encouragement and assistance from
the Philadelphia Partneri in Homeownership., these

and other divelopments are creating hundreds of
affordable new homes and homeowners among
P hiladelphia's modes t- incom e worki ng fam ilies.

Communin, development corporations (CDCs)
have created over I;800 affordable homes and
apartments, and 93,000 square feet of commercial
and industrial space, invesiing over $17-0- million to
rebuild the cin,'s neighborhoods. One CDC, a

Latino group called APM, has built over I40 town-
homes i-n .rorth Philadelphia, and is now constructing
a 40,000 square-foot shopping_center in the
Empowe rm ent Zone, cre'iting I 5 0 long-term j obs

and-bringing a large supermarket, pharmacy,.
and banli branch to an underserved communit\''
Another group, the Women's Communiw Revitali-
zation Projem, has built 65 homes for lorv-income
families and operates a licensed dat' care center for
75 neighborhood children. HUD has provided over

$160 ;ilUon in HOPE VI and Comprehensive
Grant funding for the cigv to demolish vacant high-
rise public housing and revitalize fuchard Allen
Homes, Raymond'Rosen Elomes, Martin Luther
IGng Homes, Southwark, and other public housing
communities. Richard Allen Homes has been
designated bv HUD as a Campus of Learners, to
trairi public housing residents in 1ew skills and
technbtogies, working in partnership with local
schools, -ommuniry iolleges, and universities.

busincss services, retail trade, and governmenr
activities that bring workers, consulners, €ntrePre llct I rs.

and tourists downtolvn dat,.and night. More dran

hatf of att the jobs in the metropolitan region arc

located within the Ciq' of Chicago'

The cirv has also worked to rebuild its neighborhoods'
and, hosted the recent Democratic convention
at the United Center, a nelv sPorts arena on Chicago's

near west side. Hundreds of new homes are being

built or restored in the area) new businesses are

moving in along Madison Street, and schools, P3rkt,
.o--i.tity colEges, government and private offices

and communiw service facilities are now repopulating
an area that had been increasinglv abandoned since

the 1960s. The elevated rapid transit svstem that serves

the neighborhood -"the Green Line" - is being
restorel, and communirv develoPment corPorations
such as Bethel Nerv Life, lvith the suPPort of the
Center for Neighborhood Technologv and other
technical assistlnce organizations! are bringing jobs,

businesses, and nerv homes back into communities
all across the west, south, and north sides. Chicago's
extensive nerwork of communifi' develoPment
corporations and neighborhood organizations have

buiit or rehabilitatedbver 9,200 units of affordable
housing and nearll, 350,000 squarg feel of
comm&cial space, with anodrer 2,500 homes and

560,000 squaie feet of commercial space currentltz
under development.

The private sector is also reirn'c.stit-rg in nci^ghborhoods'

The iitfs major banl<s have lt>irtrccl ovcr 5200 million
to Chiiago communities for st'n:rll busirrcsses and

affordable hotnes, working in partnership withChicago
Chicago, called bv poet Cart Sandburg "tJle ciry of
big sh-oulders," was once the most diversified
mfnufacnrring center in the U.S. While much of
the ciw's cential area is now more white collar than

blue, Chicago still is home to a wide variety of 
.

manufac rur-i ng- related emplo,vment, 
. 
and is certainly

a major transportation and distribution artery for
who[esale tt"d.. During the past four years, nearly
20,000 jobs have been added in the ciry and the
unemployment rate &opped by almost 2 percent.

Since the north Michigan Avenue "Magnificent Mile"
is now one of the leading retail centers in the world,
the ciry is working on re'iitalizing its trrditional down-
town,'the State Sireet and Loop area' Old historic
and architecn: rallv s ig nifi cant offi ce buildin g- s,

department stores) aid movie theaters have been

resiored for new uses, and educational and culnrral
instinrtions have been added to the financial and

Nnv tmpnhomes and bomeownership help rebuild this

west side Chicago neighborhood near the United Cen'ter

and Henry Horner Hotnes.

2T

.! ._.



I
neighborhood organzations and encouraged bv the
Communifi, Reinvestment Act. Chicago's Soudr
Shore Bank has successfullv pioneered-cornmunin'
development Frnancing strategics for revitalizing
soudr irnd rvest side neighborhoods. Sears, Roebuck
;rnd Compan), has made a commitment to rebuild
the rvest side communifi, that v/as once the site of its
r.vorld headquarters. Homan Square, supported bv
Sears. is now under constmction, and r,vill consist of
over 600 affordable homes and apartments, one
million square feet of offrce and- commercial space, a
large landscaped parli and a rwo-acre communiry
garden. Nearbv, where a local ban[< nor.v sits alone, a

shopping center rvill be developed. F{oman Square
promises to bring homeownership, jobs, safety, and
pride back to this rvest side neighborhood. The
Chicago Partners in dre American Dream are now
rvorking on a plan to expand homeor,vnership in a

dozen other inner cirv communities.

Chicago has been designated an Empowerment
Zone. and r,vest side neighborh,rods arc included in
the Zone, including the largelv Hispanic Pilsen and
Little Village communities, anclsouth side neighbor-
hoods such as Bronzeville, where the Mid-South
Planning and Development Commission is trving
to restore this historic center of'Chicago's "Black
Metropolis" into a major tourist attraction and
commercial and entertainment district. Current
Empowerm ent Zone initiatives include providing
firnahcing assistance for homebuvers, worliing with
the First National Bank of Chicago; utilizing EPA
funds to clean up and redevelop hazardous "bror,vn-
field" Iand and bring industrv back - two companies.
Madison Equipment and Scott Peterson Meat, have
alreadv created 100 jobs for 7,one residents on one
restored site; working with the public school svstem
and local CDCs to support conrmunity learning
centers and job training and. olacement efforts; and
engaging in communiry policing and anti-gang and
anti-drug efforts, with additional federal funding,
The ciwls also using $I.6 million of FilJD's Bridges
to Work funds to connect 1,50t1 Empowerment
Zone residents to jobs near ChLcago's O'Hare
International Airport and other commercial and
industrial growth centers, worl,ing in partnership
with a metropolitan emplorrment placement services
organization called Suburban lob Link.

HUD and the Chicago Housing;Audroriw are rvorking
to demolish some of the worst high-rise buildings
and transform public housing into mlxed-income
communities. full of homeowners, job opporrunities,
and private market investment. To date, FfUD has

committed over 5300 million to this ambitious
initiative, which touches many parts of the ciry, from
the Henrv E{orner F{omes on the west side near the

United Center, to the Cabrini-Green complex on the
near north side, to the Robert Tirvlor F{omes on the
south side. At Henrv Horner, nearlv 750 units in fir,e
high-rise buildings are being demolished and replaced
r,vith tor,vnhomes. At Cabrini-Green, current plans
call for redeveloping 50 acres into a mixed-income
communiry that reconnects this island of poverfi'
wi d-r the surroundi ng middle -income nei ghborhood.
At ABLA Homes on the near west side, HUD is

sllpporting a new Campus of Learners initiative,
rvoiking rvith the Chicago Citv College to provide
on-site training in computer and telecommunications
technologv.

New York
Neu, York Ciw revived from Frscal insolvencv in the
mid-1970s to enjorr a financial services and real estate
boom a decade lateq went through hard times in the
earlv I990s, and dren emerged in recent vears with
greater economic dvnamism. In the last four vears, the
ciw has gained nearlv 65,000 nelv jobs zrnd cut its
unemplovment rate bv over 3 percent. Manhattan is

still a global capital for a wide arrav of business
clusters, from finance to fashion,'"vith an increasing
trend toward high-value professional activities
concentrated in the ciw. and related manufacruring,
distribution, and "bac[< ofEce" data processing
activities spread throughout the metropolitan region.
Fashion jewelry and clothing are designed in and
marketed from Manhaffan, but not made there;
hospitals and medical schools are located in the ciry,
but pharmaceutical and medical products are

manufactured in Nerv Jersey and on Long Island.

New York is nor,v sparvning a nelv industrv cluster
called multi-media, expanding on its existing
strengths as a magnet for entertainment) publishing,
graphic design, advertising, and electronics. The
multi-media industrv consists of writers, designers,
animators, composeis, artists) computer sofnvare and
telecommunications experts, who are congregating in
lor,ver Manhattan neighborhoods such as SoHo and
Tribeca, nrrning the citrz into a new "Silicon Alley"
rvith 1,350 multi-media business firms and nearlv
$2 billion in sales last vear. The citv has over 4,300
start-up companies emploving 71, 50 0 r,vorliers,

developing and marlcting Internet sites on the
"Information Superhi ghway, " creating multi- media
softrvare, on-line entertainment, and other products
and services in the computer telecommunications
world of ryberspace. There are now more jobs in
multi-media in Ner,v York Ciry than in some of the
more traditional media fields such as radio and
television broadcasting, or newspaper and magazine
publishing. Interest in this field accounts for the
success of the newly rewired office tower, the New
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York Information Tl'chnololx'(lcrrrcr .rt 55 Broad
Srreet. r,vhich rctrrtlttcrl .rn ol..l \\'.rll Stleet f-rr-rancial

cl istrict [rr-r i kli n g rvi th s t.r rc -ol' rlt c-,rrt equipmer-rt for
high-sp,ccrl voice . r'itico, and data transmissior-r. The
Ncu' York Infbrmation Technologlr Center is ven,
popular rvidr its rapidlv grorving number of commer-
cial tenants from the multi-media business.

Nerv York's Empor,verment Zonc c()\'crs much of
upper Manhattan, inclrrding Hrrlcm and Washington
Heights, and part of the South Brorui. The Disnev
Coripanv intends to open a store on L25th Streei in
the nervlr,-planned Harlem USA commercial and
retail development. Harlem USA may emplov up to
500 workers in its various stores. To support
Empor,verment Zone effiorts and other communitv
revitatzation initiatives, 50 major corporate leaders
have created a S50 million Ner,v York City Invest-
ment Fund to provide loans to new and existing
businesses in Nerv York's neighborhoods. This fund
complements the'"vork of the New York Cit1,
Partnership, rvhich has worked rvith communitv
organizations and private contractors to build more
dran 12,000 nerv homes, with another 3,000 currenthr
planned or under construction. These homes have
brought affordable homeownership to over 50 lor,v-
and moderate-income neighborhoods. The New
Yorli Citv Partnership is workir-rg widr an alliance
called ANCHO R to^brin g retail'stores, comme rcial
offices, and other businesses to neighborl'roocls th.rt
are being rebuilt with nelv homes. The nc.,,r, homc-

owners create a market for local shopping and
senices, and bringing in these businesses helps crc.rrc
jobs and stabilize communities. ANCHOR has

raiscd 525 million for d-ris initiarive. FfUD has
provided over SI8 million to support developmenr
o[ five communin, shopping centers located in
Emporverm ent Zone ana aNCHOR-targeted
neighborhoods. These retail businesses will create
up to 1,000 ner,v jobs, r,vith manv of them going to
Zone residents. An example is the Astella Development
Corporation) a non-profit CDC, rvhich is building a

mini-mall on a Conev lsland site in Brooldyn that
was vacant for I5 years. The four ne'uv stores lvill
bring needed services to the neighborhood and
create 25 new jobs for area residents.

Ner,v York's outer boroughs, many of them abandoned
and left for dead in the 1970s and earlv 80s, have
experienced a dramatic rebirth through grassroots
partnerships and corporate) goverrunent, and philan-
thropic financial support and technical assistance
from the Communin, Preservation Corporation,
Chase Manhanan Bahk Communiw Developrnent
Corporation, the Ford Found.ation, the Roikefeller
Foundation, and numerous other organizations. In
Broi,vnsville and E:rst Nerv York, the East Brooldvn
Congregations (EBC), a religious coalition organued
bJ,,h. Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), created
the Nchcrniirh initiatir-c to br.rilcl inexpensive homes
rrnci restorc blightcd inncr-cin. ncight>or:hoods by
su b.s tirnti ;rl I v expa ncii ng ho rncr xvnc rsh i p. Large -scale
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The l{ew Torh Infonnntion Tecbnologtr Cente1 a high-tech ofice building in lmper Mnnhattan, by day @ft), and at nlght (right)
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numbers of new homes and homeowners) built and

sold at relativelv low cost, are the kevs to dre

Nehemiah co.,i.pt. Working with a retirecl home-

build.er and civicieader, I.Dl Robbins, the EBC built
2,300 affordable singte-famitv townhome's and is in
the process of buildrig I,200 more. Y'lrY of the

n.# ho*.o\,vners are iard-working families who

were alreadv living in the same or-nearbir.neighbor-
hoods. and.'a majdriw of the new Nehemiah
homebuver, *.t. foimer public housing residents'

The South Bronx Congregations recentlv took a

similar grassroots ,pp."orJh and has already built and

sold over 500 affordable townhomes'

Rebuild.ine the South Bronx has been a snrnning
reversal offotn n. for an area that was once the

scene of nightlv arson fires, drug-related.shooltgt,
and mass ,"b"ttdo*.nt, with liierally miles of
abandoned, buildings and rubble-strewn vacant lots'

More than 40,000 
"housing units have been built or

newly-rehabilitated in thelsouth Bronx over the past

d.ecade. Manv of these homes are constructed,

managed, and marlieted bv communirv develoPment

.orooiations lilie the South East Bronx Communin'
Oreanization (SEBCO ), MBD Communttv
Deielopment Corporation, Banana.IGIIv
Communiry Improvement Association, Phipps

F{ouses, Mid-gionx Senior Citizens Council, and

manv others. MBD, r,vhich started out as the Mid-
Brorix Desperadoes, ,urt , force behind the ciw's

successful.ffottt to rurn Charlotte Sffeet, a "poster
child" of urban decav visited by Presidents Jimmy
Carter and Ronald ["ugrn, inio Charlofte Gardens,

todar/s attractive develJpment of 89 single-family
homes rvith green lawniand r'vhite^picket fences'

MBD is no,,v"planning to build a l0-acre,.$20
m illion communiry sli'o pping center' .dev-elop 

a

primarv care health ctinii to[ether with Bronx
L.br.,6t Hospital, and wor[ r'r'ith the nationallr'
recognized, Cilifornia-based Center for Emplovment
Traiiing (CET) to train and place 150 Bron'r
residenls per year into stable jobs.
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IRwitalizs.tion of Charlone Street in the Sowth Bronx (tefi) into Charlntte Gard.ens (rUhD
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The New hrk Cin Partnership's Nm Hotnes prlqrffim heloect. rebwild.

(South Bronxphotos b^t Carnilo Josi Wrgat'a)
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this South Bronx neighborhoocl., befbre (lcft)' and after (,Aht)
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government, civic and communiry leaders alreadv recognize these opportunities
and are working hard to seize the moment. Now is the time for our entire nation
to support these initiatives and ensure that they succeed. Our countq/s future
will be brighter if we reinvest in the people and places that fell behind during the
past several decades. Creating a more productive wori<fiorce and a more attractive
and effrcient urban environment will benefit each and every one of us.

drF

Conclusion:
The Future of America's Cities

The future of America's cities is brighter todav than in several decades. fu cities
become more connected to their metropolitan economies, and as the nation's
economy grows steadily stronger and more prosperous, for
private investment to rebuild urban downtowns and
them more vital and safe, livable and clean, healthv and ving. Many business,

Upper Left: Babimare\ HarborPlace.
Upp er Rig h t : At lantils Wo o d.ruff P ar h.

Center: Clevela.nd's Edgewater Parh and
d.owntown shyline.

Lower Left: De*oiCs Eastern Mnrhet.
Lower Right: Residential lofis in Denver's Lwer

D w ntown n e'ig h b o rh o o d..
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